
.

January
Newsletter

2025

FOUNDED BY STUDENTS 
WITH THE GUIDANCE OF FACULTY ADVISORS 

AND SUPPORT OF THE TSDA AND TSRA

THE THORACIC SURGERY
MEDICAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION



Announcements

We are thrilled to announce we will be offering the Tara Karamlou
Conference Travel Scholarship in 2025! Thank you to our newest
Advisory Board member, Dr. Karamlou for establishing our first

TSMA travel scholarship! Check out the details here: 
https://ctmedstudent.org/awards

https://t.co/1kPuLhCvoC


STATS 101

Event Recap 
& Features

If you missed the first installment of our Introduction to Statistics and STATA series last
week, the recording has been uploaded to the 

@ThoracicStudent Youtube! Check out it out at https://youtu.be/1W3R9tLQjkg

Tiffany Yue is a 2024 TMSA Research Competition winner! By sharing her team’s work
on dual cancer screening, Tiffany used the funding won in the competition for residency

applications & is hopeful for continued donations to support future medical students!

https://youtu.be/1W3R9tLQjkg


Great insight on how to answer integral questions like "Why #CTSurgery?",
"Where do you see yourself in ten years " and MORE!  Residency interview

advice to share with you all! Head over to our Youtube for Parts 1-6
https://www.youtube.com/@ThoracicStudent

STSA Annual Conference
TSMA had an amazing time at the Southern Thoracic Surgical Association 71st

Annual Meeting! Thank you to @SteveYangMD and STSA for having TSMA at the
exhibit hall! Shoutout to our amazing TSMA crew for representing us at the

conference!

Event Recap 
& Features

Interviewing for Residency

https://x.com/hashtag/CTSurgery?src=hashtag_click
https://www.youtube.com/@ThoracicStudent
https://x.com/SteveYangMD


Dr. Ibrahim Sultan, one of our founding advisors, knew the importance of
investing in students when TSMA was in its nascent stages. Today, his

Research Prize (https://ctmedstudent.org/awards) has funded 9 outstanding
TSMA members, many of whom are now CT surgery residents!

Event Recap 
& Features

TSMA Conference Attendance
Look out for our TSMA Table at upcoming 

2025 STS and AATS conferences

https://t.co/1kPuLhCvoC


TSMA became an IRS 501c(3)
incorporated nonprofit in 2023!
605 total members
4,512 X followers
4 Executive Board Members
9 Committee Chairs
35 Committee Member
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   T S M A  Y E A R    
   I N  R E V I E W

M I S S I O N
The Thoracic Surgery Medical Student
Association (TSMA) is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit national organization
established to recruit, engage, and

prepare passionate medical students
interested in cardiothoracic surgery
careers. TSMA aims to increase early

exposure to the field, provide
educational tools, offer networking

opportunities, and create a
community of peer mentorship and

collaboration among students across
the nation while also decreasing the

financial barrier, providing and
improving access to opportunities.

F A S T  F A C T SM A K E  A  D O N A T I O N
T O  S U P P 0 R T  T S M A

https://donorbox.org/giving-tuesday-559

@ThoracicStudentX

@ThoracicStudent

https://www.ctmedstudent.org

C O M M I T T E E S
Communications
Diversity
Education
Finance

Mentorship
Networking/Outreach
Projects/Proposal
Research

E V E N T  H I G H L I G H T S



Event Recap 
& Features

OFFICIALLY 501c3 INCORPORATED!
TSMA is proud to announce that we
have received an official
determination from the IRS as a 501c3
incorporated non-profit organization!
This allows our donors to deduct any
contributions they make to our
organization when they donate here
https://donorbox.org/giving-tuesday-
559

Reach out to our finance chair at
tsmamedstudent@gmail.com with your
questions on donations. 

Do you have any ideas for events that
you think may benefit the TSMA
community? TSMA is looking for
projects, proposals, and ideas related
to CT Surgery from medical students.
Fill out the form below and our
projects/proposals committee will
review your response.

COLLABORATE WITH TSMA

TSMA INSTAGRAM
TSMA is proud to launch our Instagram page. Follow us @thoracicstudent

TSMA TWITTER/X
Be sure to follow us on twitter/X @thoracicstudent to stay connected and
stay informed!

TSMA WEBPAGE
Visit our webpage https://www.ctmedstudent.org to discover everything
TSMA has to offer and learn more about the team dedicated to helping you
elevate your journey!

THORACIC THURSDAYS
Join us on X for Thoracic Thursdays!

A patient that was femorally cannulated for VA ECMO develops upper
body hypertension and lower body hypotension with evidence of poor
oxygenation in the upper body. What is the most likely diagnosis?

A) North-South Syndrome
B) Pulmonary embolism
C) Cardiac tamponade
D) Aortic dissection

The correct answer is A! North-South Syndrome occurs when the heart
begins to recover and competes with the ECMO circuit. Oxygenated
blood is delivered to the lower body by the ECMO circuit, while poorly
oxygenated blood from the heart flows to the upper body. 

https://donorbox.org/giving-tuesday-559
https://donorbox.org/giving-tuesday-559
https://www.instagram.com/thoracicstudent/
https://x.com/thoracicstudent
https://www.ctmedstudent.org/

